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which we are acquainted and, as might be expected in 
the centre of the Christain world, are in many respects 
Ehc most remarkable. They are scatterea about the 
hills and valleys around Rome, and so vast and numer- 
ous are they that it is said if the gdleries and chambers 
of which they are composed were stretched out in a 
straight line, it wou!d be between three and four hund- 
red miles in length. Few are more than two miles from 

grounil passages are co&tructed, consists of three 
zrades of soil of which a suecies called the stratum of 

always found. This grade of soil was suitable to  thk 
excavators in digging out those structures, as the for- 

. imagined. Aair shafts are con&tedY with these 
galleries for the purpose of letting light and fresh air 

b ' the city walls. -The  greater number of the Catacombs 
and those of most importance are situated to  the south- 
east of Rome near the Appian Way. In this vicinity 
are the Catacombs of San Callisto, St. Sebastian; St. 
Soteris and several others which are of great importance. 

The ground, of the regions in which these under- 

- 
tufa rock is that in whic6 the Catacombs are nearlv 

hation of the ;&k-was such as did not require the 
employment of any other building materials in making 
the subterranean chambers. 

The Catacombs are in few cases connected with 
one another, but each excavation constitutes an intricate 
labyrinth of passages and galleries in which the guide- 
less wanderer might become asc hopelessly astray as in 
the densest forest. The entrances to the Catacombs, 
of which there are'usually more than one, are stairways 
of from thirty-three to forty-nine feet in depth 
and bring the visitor to as irregular and intri- 
cate a net work of corridors and vassapes as can be 

&to the impenetrable darkness -of -these chambers. 
The Catacombs are composed. chiefly of these galleries 
which are from three to four feet wide and between ten 
and thirteen feet high, although there are many 
chambers, too, which have been hewn out pf the rock 
and which are wider and higher than the passages. 
There might be also a second and a third and even a 
fourth storey of those passages in one Catacomb. 

Along the walls of the galleries are the " loculi " 
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must have to fight on the amphitheatres 
the everlasting crown of martyrdom. 

t the bones of their ancestors, in the midpt 
the Romans most revered and respected 
of the dead-the Christians were for the 
m the arrest, imprisonment, and death 

Then afterwards a t  that the law was thefrs. 

ies made efforts t o  keep revived in the minds 
le their use in the years of persecution. 

later, however, practically forgotten till 
enturies ago when again an interest in them 

h the deepest reverence and the 
that the people of all Christian 


